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Patricia Abijah  

Hi all! I am from Biriwa, a small fishing community along the coast in the 

Central Region of Ghana. I graduated from the University of Cape Coast, 

where I did a Bachelor’s program in Communications Studies with French 
and English as minors. I am interested in Organizational and Strategic 

Communication, Public Relations, Crisis Communication, Advertising and 

Media Studies. I love volunteering, reading and cooking. I am looking 

forward to an amazing Redbird experience! 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Amegbeha  

Hi! I was born and raised in Ghana- a country that holds a lot of history 

you might have heard or read about. I graduated from the University of 

Cape Coast (UCC), Ghana in 2018, where I was given a diversified 

exposure to various aspects of Communication as a subject. While in 

school, I hosted a pre-recorded TV program which discussed topical 

issues on campus. We shared these contents on various Facebook and 

WhatsApp platforms. After school, I hosted another show which was 

streamed live on Facebook during the mandatory National Service in 

Ghana. I served as the Vice President of the Communications Studies 

Students’ Association (COMSA-UCC) and that period of our tenure was 

marked with success. I have developed public speaking skills, leadership 

skills, as well as good human relations skills with all the exposure I have had over time. I hope to enjoy my 
stay and experience at Illinois State University.  

 

Leia Atas  

Hi. I grew up in the Chicago suburb of Park Ridge. I graduated in May 

2019 with a bachelor’s degree in Public Relations. I found myself in this 

major when I noticed how much I loved to plan and write. Public 

relations majors wear many different hats and I loved and still love all 

that I can do with the degree. I am so excited to spend another two years 

at my home away from home while working as a graduate assistant for 

Illinois State Alumni Engagement. I interned with Alumni Engagement for 

a few semesters during undergrad and just absolutely loved it. I ended 

playing four years of Division I golf at Illinois State, but I’m excited to see 

what life is like after college athletics! I absolutely adore hiking and 

traveling. This past summer, I worked as a hiking guide for YMCA of the Rockies in Colorado where I led 
hikes from five to 15 miles into Rocky Mountain National Park. Aside from hiking, I love to run, practice 

yoga, play piano, read, jam out to show tunes, and drink copious amounts of mint tea and hot chocolate. I 

can’t wait to meet some new people and continue to learn and grow in the School of Communication! 



Sarah Aten 

Hello! I graduated from Illinois State University in December with a degree in 

journalism. I’m working for Easterseals at their camp facility until I start 

graduate school and am hoping to incorporate my interest in nonprofit 
organizations into my research. My communication-based interests are 

rhetoric, public relations, cultural communication, and communication 

education. I’m a huge Harry Potter fan! I love reading and am always on the 

lookout for book recommendations. Other hobbies of mine include knitting, 

yoga, traveling around the Midwest, and riding my new bicycle. I recently got 

engaged and am looking forward to planning a wedding! I’m so excited to 
start graduate school at Illinois State University. 

 

 

Persis Ayeh 

I prefer to be called Efua which in my native language means “born on a 
Friday”. I was born and raised in Ghana and I come from a family of six. I 
received my bachelor’s degree in BA Communication Studies with the 
concentration in Public Relations and Advertising at the University of Cape 
Coast, Ghana in 2018. There, I had have had various experiences in this field, 
from internships in being a student reporter in my school’s radio station, 
serving as a marketing assistant in an NGO and worked as an administrative 
assistant at the Public Relations and Protocol Section, University of Cape 
Coast. During my time in school, I also had the chance to go on an exchange 
program at Guilford College, Greensboro, NC, concentrating in Justice and 
Policy Studies. My siblings and I founded Ntentan, an NGO that is interested in 
exploring how the seeming lack of communication between developmental 
agencies and beneficiaries could be addressed. I’m particularly interested in 

the role of the media in creating awareness, improving accountability and making a change. I am eager to 
learn more and looking forward to meeting you all. 

 

Jenna Braasch  

Hello, everyone! I graduated from Western Illinois University in 2012 with a 

Bachelor’s in Journalism (emphasis in Public Relations & still love PR). Since 

graduation, I’ve worked to stay current in the industry and am currently the 

Publicity and Promotions Associate with University of Illinois Extension 

serving Livingston, McLean & Woodford counties full-time, right here in 

Bloomington. I am excited to be joining the program as a part-time student, 

while I work in communications every day. Other than work, a few of my 

other hobbies are photography, hanging with my family on our family farm, 

my dog, Cinch, following Chicago Blackhawks hockey & NASCAR, and 

listening to my favorite K-pop groups (my music playlists are my life!) 

Looking forward to meeting you all and beginning this step of my 
communications journey. 



Hillary Campos 

Hello! I am originally from Coal City, Illinois. I just graduated from Illinois 

State University last spring with a bachelor’s in Communication. Throughout 

my undergrad, I was able to work as a hiring manager for the campus 
restaurants and dining centers. I also had the opportunity to study abroad in 

Florence, Italy! As a graduate student, I am interested in healthcare 

communication as well as organizational and leadership communication. I 

would like to work in a healthcare setting that allows me to utilize the skills 

I have learned during my time at ISU. I am looking forward to meeting 

everyone! ISU is a great place to attend and I am so excited to continue my 

higher education here! If anyone needs assistance with adjusting to ISU, I’d 
more than happy to help! 

 

Allen Carter 

Hi ISU. I’m a recent graduate from the Illinois College bachelor program in 

Communication and Rhetorical studies, but I mean, you probably already 

assumed at least some of that already. I became interested in studying 

communication through a love of competitive speech back in my high 

school years at Glenwood High School in Chatham, Illinois. My favorite 

subjects to study in the communication discipline at IC were the more 

socio-psychological communication theories and Rhetorical Criticism. I’ve 

also dabbled in some Kritical theory, and I love sprinkling in a few 

theoretical lenses, concepts, and studies from my other loves of political 

science and psychology. I hope to continue these studies at ISU as well! I’m 

also a little bit of a book worm (I’m a sucker for a good YA or fantasy novel), 

and I love staying active (you might find me jogging, biking, or walking 

around Bloomington at some point, just don’t judge me for my wimpiness). I’m honestly really excited to 
see what ISU has in store for me and I can’t wait to meet everyone! 

 

Sara Engstrom 

Hello! I graduated from Illinois State University in May of 2019 with a 

Bachelor’s in Communication Studies, focusing on Organizational 

Leadership, and studied English as a minor. I gave campus tours for all four 

years, was on the Executive Board for the University Program Board, among 

various other things. So, if you’re new to campus, I can help you find your 

way around, and answer almost any question! I found a passion for social 

media marketing through the UPB and my internships with the Illinois State 

University Office of Admissions’ social media team, and the School of 

Communication’s Social Media Analytics Command Center. Over the 

summer I started my assistantship with University Marketing and 

Communications and have really loved learning about trademark licensing 

and getting to be creative running the @ISURedbirdsShop Instagram 

account. Give us a follow! Outside of school and work I enjoy working out, movies/musicals, and hanging 

out with friends and family. I am excited to dive into grad school, meet everyone, and have an amazing two 

years! 



 

Becky Fletcher 

Hello! I graduated from Illinois State University in May with a BA in 

journalism. I love journalism because it keeps the public informed in all 

interest areas, my personal favorite being entertainment. I’m originally 

from Newark, Illinois, a miniscule town about an hour and a half west of 

Chicago. We sort of neighbor Aurora, so if you know that area, I’ll just 

pretend and say I’m from there instead. I’m passionate about music and 

pop culture and spend a lot of time learning about music and cultures 

through books. I also love coffee, makeup and movies so feel free to give 

me suggestions. I’m excited to meet all you as we maneuver through grad 

school together. 

 

 

Maura Freeman 

I just graduated from the University of Illinois Springfield, where I double 

majored in English and communication with a minor in political science.  

There, I spent three years as a Resident Assistant, and a year as Editor-in-

Chief of the campus newspaper, The Journal.  I love working with people, 

reading, writing, cooking, and spend far too much time watching shows on 

Netflix.  My dream is to one day work in political communication—ideally 

as a speech writer, and preferably at the national level.  For now though, I 
am simply excited to get the year started as a GTA at ISU! 

 

 

 

Alyssa Green  

I’m originally from Naperville, IL. I did half of my undergrad at CU Boulder, 

and half at Benedictine where I received my degree in Psychology. I actually 

completed a year of the MSW program here at ISU last year, but decided to 

pursue other interests and leave the psychology field for the time being. I 

enjoy writing, working with people, and found myself dabbling in the world 

of communications. As a result, I’m still exploring which specific field I’d 

like to pursue, but I’m here for the journey! In my free time, you can find me 

spending time with friends, exploring, or spending time outside! I’m always 

seeking new adventures, and I’m excited to begin mine with the COM 

program. 

 

 



Destinee Guice 

Hi, I’m from Plainfield, Illinois! I graduated Illinois State University this past 

spring with a bachelor’s degree in public relations (PR). Where I believe I 

have learned a great deal of knowledge on PR throughout the course of my 
undergraduate experience, I no longer hold an active interest in the study 

of PR but instead, interpersonal communications. I have a keen desire to 

further my knowledge on human interaction, non-verbal cues and the 

speaker/listener relationship. In my free time, I enjoy actively participating 

in the activities/events of my sorority Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 

Incorporated, reading, researching nutritional facts, yoga, shopping and 

watching YouTube. I am excited to begin the communications graduate 
program and look forward to expanding my understandings on human 

interaction. 

 

Brittany Hayes 

Hi! I just recently graduated from Illinois College with a bachelor’s degree 

in Communication/Rhetorical Studies with a minor in Psychology. I 

originally got into communication because I am a huge people person and I 

love studying all different forms of interacting with all types of individuals. 

I am interested the most in Interpersonal Communication because of all 

the different dynamics and learning how people work. I’m actually from 

Florissant, Missouri! I attended high school at Westminster Christian 

Academy in Town and Country, MO in 2015. I love to shop, journal, read, 

and overall just interact with people! Overall, I’m pretty much an open 

book. I’m excited to continue the next chapter of my life here at ISU and 
look forward to meeting my future classmates and getting to know them! 

 

 

Brian James  

Hi there! I graduated from Illinois State University in May of 2019 with a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Mass Media. I spent practically all my time here in the 

basement of Fell Hall at WZND and TV-10. This where I fell in love with 

media and realized how important it is in a community. You can currently 

catch me on 101.5 WBNQ every Sunday from noon to 6. I grew up in Mt. 

Zion, Illinois. My high school days were all spent in our school’s show 

choir, and I even got to be a student director for our junior high groups. 

This is where my love for teaching was born. This passion developed even 

farther as I became a leader at WZND. I’ve also developed a love for music 

(big Ariana Grande fan), Marvel movies, spending quality time with 

friends, and dreaming about when I can get a dog. At the end of the day, I 

have found that giving back is something that drives me, and this can be 

done from an on-air studio and a classroom. I am beyond excited for the new experiences and friendships 
that are going to help create the next better version of myself here at ISU. 

 



Luis Jauregui 

Hello! I am from suburb right outside of Chicago known as Summit, Illinois. I 

just graduated this past May from Augustana College in Rock Island, IL 

where I double majored in Spanish and Communication Studies. I was 
fortunate enough to study abroad in Spain and visit several other countries 

in Europe and even Africa during my visit. I learned that my favorite part of 

my trip was listening to the stories people had and the goals they had for 

themselves. I can’t say I knew these people all too well, but I can say that I 

felt the need to help them achieve their goals. These stories are what made 

me realize that I still had a lot to learn and narrowed my direction towards 

Interpersonal Communication. I have always considered myself a people 
person and felt a certain passion for working with others and bringing out 

the best in one another. I don’t necessarily know how I will go about doing this professionally just yet, but I 

hope to learn to do so by continuing my education at ISU! I can’t wait to meet and work with everyone! 

 

Megan Jensen 

Hello! I graduated from Illinois State University in May 2017 with a 

bachelor’s degree in Public Relations. I originally chose public relations 

because I love networking and meeting new people. I am beyond excited to 

continue my education at ISU and dive deep into the field of 

communications. I currently work at State Farm in Public Affairs where I 

assist with their social media. I love my job and am thrilled to continue to 

learn and grow in this field of work. I was raised in Dwight, IL, a small town 

about an hour north of Normal. I love spending my free time outdoors 

when the sun is shining. I tend to stay busy and active as I enjoy running, 

being involved in sports, boating, and spending time with friends and 

family. However, I do enjoy rainy days and binge watching movies. I’m 

looking forward to meeting my classmates and professors, and expanding 
my knowledge in the area of communications! 

 

Huyen Le  

Hello. I prefer being called Vanessa. I am from Vietnam and I graduated 

from Augustana College in 2018 with majors in Economics and Finance 

and a minor in Communication Studies. I then took a gap year to figure out 

which job field that I’m interested in. I am now very assertive that I want 

to focus on the field of media communication and public relations. I 

applied to ISU Communication graduate program because I believe this 

will give me great experiences in the field of communications, which I 

pursue for my future career.  A few things about me are I’m obsessed with 

the color pink (every shade of it), I’m a goal-oriented person, and for 

everything I do, I make sure it is to help me become a better person. I also 

love fashion, makeup, photography, and videography. I love spending time 

with my friends, family, and meeting new people. I’m an introvert but at 

the same time, I like supporting people because I know that everyone has 

been through some tough times in life so I want to be there for others as much as I can.   



Tyvon Lesure 

I graduated with a Bachelor’s in Psychology and a minor in Mass Media at 

Illinois State University. I am a returning ISU student. I have been living in 

Bloomington-Normal for a year. I am originally from Chicago, with my 
family residing in Edwardsville, Illinois. Currently, I am pursuing my 

Master’s in Communication under the Mass Media umbrella. I enjoy 

movies and the cinematography behind them. My dream is to become a 

filmmaker.  

 

 

 

 

 

James Love 

Hello. I previously attended Western Illinois University, where I majored in 

Communication (Emphasis on Interpersonal and Organization) and 

minored in Construction Management and technology. I was born in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico and raised in Bloomington- Normal Illinois. 

Currently I am a Consumer Loan Credit analyst at State Farm. My hobbies 

are roller skating, DJ, traveling, sports and many more. I am very involved 

in my community and love doing the work to benefit others. I am excited 
about continuing my education at Illinois State University 

 

 

 

Emily Mason  

Everyone calls me MJ! I graduated from Augustana College this past year, 

with degrees in Communication Studies & Psychology and a minor in 

Theatre. I am from Mesa, Arizona, but I am ecstatic to be spending (at 

least) another two years in the Midwest! In addition to my passion for 

interpersonal communication, I absolutely adore all things theatre, travel 

and community service. You can always count on me for a coffee date/ tea 

talk, and I will will never say no to a quality hike and/or zumba class. I am 

ecstatic to meet the rest my classmates and cannot wait to jump into the 

school year! 

 

 

 

 



Meghan Moreno  

Hello! I graduated from ISU this past May of 2019 with my bachelor’s 

degree in Interpersonal Communication Studies. I started my college career 

at Joliet Junior College the summer after I graduated from Minooka 
Community High School in 2016. I chose to study communication because I 

have always had a passion for understanding why we all act the way we do. 

After receiving all my general credit hours at JJC, I packed up my life and 

transferred to ISU. While earning my degree, I also spent a lot of my time 

working at the ISU radio station. I was the Client Services Director for one 

year, while also doing other things such as news, promotions, and being a 

live DJ. I loved studying communication so much that I decided to apply to 
earn my master’s degree. I am interested in learning more about 

interpersonal communication, while also branching off and learning more 

about mass media as it relates to my interest in radio. I am excited to teach 
COM 110 and to meet everyone that I will be working with this fall! 

 

Kelly Murphy 

Hello! I am a December 2018 graduate of Illinois State University. As an 

undergraduate, I majored in Communication with a minor in Civic 

Engagement and Responsibility. Outside of classes, I spent my four years as 

a member of the ISU marching band Drumline which was an absolute blast! 

Music is definitely one of my passions. I also worked in ISU Academic 

Advisement for three years as both a student and an advisor after I 

graduated. I hope to pursue a career in community relations where I can 

help organizations positively engage with the communities and 

constituents they serve. Also, I am passionate about community 

engagement and building a sense of social awareness and advocacy in the 

places where I work and live. In my free time I like to hang out with my 
family, play tennis, and drink hot tea. I am very excited to get back to 

classes, get started as a COM 110 GTA, and to get to know you all! 

 

Marissa Neradt 

Hi everyone! I graduated from Augustana College this past winter with a 

double major in Communication Studies and German, and a minor in 

Women’s and Gender Studies. I am from Saint Charles, Illinois but am 

passionate about traveling as far away from it as I can. Interests that I have 

in communication range from international communication, health 

communication (especially campaigns and interventions), and anything that 

involves advocating for people who need their voices to be heard and 

listened to. I am a huge movie fan, and will definitely show you all pictures 

of my cat, Rudy, within the first 5 minutes of meeting you. I am very excited 

to meet everyone, and can’t wait to explore the different subjects within the 
field of communication! 

 



Micailah Nobles  

Hey hey hey! My pronouns are she/they. I am from Austin, Texas, so you’ll 

probably hear some sort of accent when I speak. I moved to Illinois the 

summer of 2018 to complete my undergraduate degree in public relations, 
and graduated May 2019. I found my niche in public relations through eight 

years of speech and debate competition on both the high school and 

collegiate levels. Within that time, I had the pleasure of advocating for social 

justice reform through public speaking and various avenues of performance. 

Fittingly, the next two years of my life will be dedicated to studying rhetoric. 

I spend my time writing poetry about the Black experience, reading 

academic books, singing, or doing something wild to my hair. I am proficient 
in Spanish and am hoping to learn Portuguese as well.  I love to create art 

and assist others in fulfilling their goals. I am a very laid-back person, but 

you will always feel my enthusiasm. I am stoked to venture through my graduate career with you all and am 
excited to learn alongside everyone in our cohort. 

 

Anjali Patel 

Hello Everyone! My hometown is Princeton, IL. I graduated from Princeton 

High School in 2015. I then attended Illinois College in Jacksonville, IL. where 

I completed my bachelor’s degree in Business Administration 

(Management); with, a minor in Communication & Rhetorical Studies. It was 

my minor that ignited my love for communication and the study of the many 

areas the discipline entails. I can say that I am genuinely intrigued by the 

study of organizational and interpersonal communication. Since I graduated 

early in December 2018, I have been avidly enjoying time well spent with 

family, traveling, relaxing, and indulging in some of my hobbies! I enjoy 

watching/following cricket (baseball and basketball too), playing tennis and 

volleyball, singing with vocal groups (and in my car), and doing anything 
crafty. I look forward to getting to know and spend time with all of you during my time at Illinois State! 

 

Duy (Tyler) Pham 

I was born and raised in Vietnam. I graduated this past May with a degree in 

Communication Studies and Creative Writing at Augustana College. My 

areas of interest include intercultural communication, rhetoric, 

communication theory and critical media analysis. I am interested in 

researching video games as rhetorical artifacts and studying their effects on 

human communication patterns. My partner and I just moved into our new 

apartment with our dog Kovu, a 10-year-old German Shepherd. I enjoy 

exploring cultures through food, which is why I am always on the lookout 

for good places to eat (if you have suggestions, please let me know). I am 

also an avid dancer, having been a choreographer for my dance club in 

college for 4 years. Having been involved in community service during my 

time in the U.S, I hope to find service opportunities to help people in need in the area. At ISU, I hope to 

become a better student, teacher and researcher, and get to know my future professors, colleagues and 

students better. Can’t wait for this adventure to start! 



Rocky Roque 

Hi! I graduated Illinois State University in May of 2019 with a bachelor’s 

degree in Communication Education and a minor in English. I love being an 

educator. Educating, mentoring, and coaching is my dream career and I’m 
thrilled that I will practice it more at ISU! I consider myself to be very 

charismatic, energetic, and extroverted! I love meeting new people, so let's 

be friends and don't be afraid to say hi! Additionally, I attended Fenton High 

School in the suburbs. I've been on the Speech and Debate team for the past 

7 years. My hobbies include painting, drawing, photography, music, and 

iced-coffee (which is definitely a real hobby). Other favorite past times of 

mine are going to the movies, visiting Chicago, and road tripping! I’m 
looking forward to meeting the cohort and working with everyone these 

next two years! 

 

Laura Salas  

Hello everyone! I live in Chicago, IL. I graduated from Monmouth College 

with a bachelor’s in Communication Studies and Public Relations. Although 

I have speech anxiety, I love the field of communication and PR because I 

am able to truly understand human interaction and creativity. Much of this 

interest stems from my introvertedness and dislike for public speaking; it 

has turned into more of a super power when it comes to understanding 

communication. During my free time, I like rearranging my room and 

catching up on the latest YouTube conspiracy theories. I look forward to 

being a part of the School of Communication at ISU and meeting all my 

colleagues and professors. 

 

Gabby Thompson 

I am from a small town in Southern IL called Alton, across the river from St. 
Louis. I completed my B.A. in Communication with a focus in strategic 

communication and a minor in marketing at Nova Southeastern University 

in Fort Lauderdale, FL this past May. I worked at the school newspaper as 

an editor and as a writing and public speaking consultant at NSU’s Writing 

and Communication Center. I also joined a sorority and the school’s chapter 

of PRSSA. My experiences during my undergraduate years made me realize 

that I want to continue my education, eventually earn a Ph.D., and become a 

communication professor. Some of my favorite courses I took during 

undergrad centered around communication theory, pop culture, public 

relations, media law, and visual communication. When I’m not busy with 

school work, you can find me visiting local coffee shops, watching hockey, 

reading a good book, or searching for more vinyl to add to my slow-growing collection. 

 



Jacob Valov 

Hello! I’m Jacob, and I am a recent graduate from Arizona State University 
with a BS in Communication. A lot of my work is driven by a strong interest 
in digital rhetoric, in my undergrad focusing on memes that deal with 
depression and suicidal ideation, as well as the construction and facilitation 
of the online communities that share them. I grew up mainly in California, 
but I spent time in both Iowa and Idaho during high school, so I’m excited to 
return to the Midwest, as I still hold onto a fondness for it. My favorite 
Technically True Fun Fact is that I used to be a professional journalist and 
podcaster, as earlier in college I wrote for the fantasy football site 
Rotoballer, as well as hosted a podcast, and was paid (very little) for it. 
Beyond football, I love basketball, cooking, picking up my guitar every once 
in a while, and writing poetry. Looking forward to meeting everyone! 

 

Lindsay White 

Hi! I graduated from Illinois State University in May 2019 with a bachelor’s 
degree in public relations. I chose communication because of how essential 

it is in our world and because of how versatile this degree allows me to be. 

In the master’s program, I’m looking forward to continuing studying public 
relations, while also learning more about interpersonal and mass 

communication. I’m very excited to be continuing my education at Illinois 

State. The faculty are second to none and have really made me feel valued, 

which is something that I did not have before transferring here in the 
middle of my sophomore year. ISU is also very close to home – I’m from the 

small town of Le Roy and commute the 20 minutes to campus. My hobbies 

include hiking, watching Netflix with my dog, and keeping up a significant 

caffeine addiction, mostly in the form of cold brew. I’m looking forward to 

continuing my involvement with Lambda Pi Eta (the communication honor society – shameless plug!), 
reconnecting with old friends and professors, and getting to know my new classmates! 

 

Madeline Witt 

Hi everyone! While I am originally from Frankfort, Illinois I just graduated 

from Augustana College with a bachelor’s degree in Communication 

Studies with minors in Theatre and Nonprofit Development. I am really 

passionate about furthering my degree in the Health Communication field 

at ISU due to my work with incredible nonprofits like Camp Kesem and 

NormaLeah Ovarian Cancer Initiative. They’ve inspired me to want to find 

the best ways to work with hospitals and nonprofits to provide the best 

support for families dealing with illness. While my choir career may have 

ended with the Augustana Choir this past year I do continue to sing and 

spend most of my time listening to pretty much every genre of music. On 

top of this you can most likely find me road tripping with my family, 

reading a good book, or eating potatoes on my couch. Can’t wait to meet all 
of you! 



 

Jared Worwood 

Hello! I am from a small town called Hurricane (pronounced Her-ih-kin), 

Utah. I graduated from Utah State University with a BA in Communication 

Studies and a minor in Political Science. I am interested in family, 

interpersonal, and health communication. I love most music, but I 

especially adore the current LatinX indie movement. When I have the time, 

I also enjoy a good novel. I am presently trying to find the best nacho 

recipe. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


